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ABSTRACT 

“Education is the most powerful weapon we can use to change the world!” Nelson 

Mandela. 

 

Education is a top priority for every country, because the role of education in all aspects of 

life and society is huge, especially in the modern world. Education is a foundation for the 

development and progress of any society. It is a base upon which the whole building of 

human development stands. Getting proper education is necessary for success in life just like 

the food is necessary for the healthy human body. The good education is constructive in 

nature which is very helpful in future life. So, the National Education Policy 2020 has been 

repurposed as the foundation for this reform, which might aid in the development of a new 

educational system in the nation as well as the improvement of those economic and social 

indices. That still requires improvement. Via autonomous colleges and multidisciplinary 

universities, NEP 2020 offers top-notch higher education. In this research, we have critically 

analysed the policy and suggested modifications to ensure a smooth transition between it and 

its predecessor as well as to increase its significance. 

 

The first educational policy was launched by the government in 1968 by Mrs. Indira Gandhi, 

a former prime minister. The second education policy was created by Mr.Rajiv Gandhi’s 

government in 1986, with a few modifications made by the 1992's Narasimha Rao 

administration. The National Curriculum The third education policy of independent India is 

called Education Policy 2020. A 34-year-old education policy is therefore currently in effect, 

which, given the altering circumstances, is becoming ineffectual.  

 

The newly implemented National Education Policy, 2020, which the central government's 

approval to alter the Indian India's education system needs to be updated to match modern 

demands, If successfully deployed, this new system will make India one of the top nations in 

the world. Equivalent By 2020, under the new educational policy, Children between the ages 

of 3 and 18 have been placed under the 2009 Right to Education Act. 



 

With the rapidly changing global ecosystem and employment landscape, it is becoming 

increasingly crucial that students not only learn but, more importantly, learn how to learn. 

Consequently, education today is moving towards less content and teaching how to be 

creative and multidisciplinary, think critically, solve problems, and innovate, adapt, and 

absorb new material in dynamic fields. 

 

 This policy proposes revamping and revising all aspects of the education structure, like its 

regulation and governance, to make a new system aligned with the goals of 21st-century 

education. Changes in the education policy are a major way to provide the nation with better 

students, professionals & better human beings. 

Keywords: National Education Policy, Indian Education, Higher Education,  HEIs. 

 

INTRODUCTION  

The process of transformation touches every civilization. Change is inherent in society as a 

whole. This is equally true in Indian society. Several social, economic, political, and other 

changes have occurred between the prehistoric age and the modern era, as is known from the 

historical study of Indian society. Change primarily comes in two flavours. One is a change 

brought about by nature, whereas other changes are brought about by people. We have no 

control over changes that occur naturally. However, one tries to innovate by introducing 

changes to life and society together with human change. Currently, the education policy 

should be addressed first if there is to be any change in the growth of a society. The state of 

education in any nation demonstrates the importance of education to that nation's government 

and the extent of its involvement. 

It was anticipated that the government and the entire system would take some decisive action 

to rectify the issue after India lagged behind in the rankings of higher quality universities 

around the world in recent years. After 34 years, the Indian government decided to reform the 

country's education policy while keeping in mind the overall goal of national development. A 

committee headed by Dr. K.K. Kasturirangan was established by the Central Government in 

2017 to develop a new education policy. The committee produced the  National Education 

Policy2019. The National Education Policy 2020 was approved by the Central Government 

of India in July 2020.  

 

 

WHAT’S NEW IN EDUCATION POLICY 2020  

By 2030, the educational system must be modified in accordance with the new education 

strategy of 2020. In place of the current 10 + 2 model, the curriculum will be divided 



according to the educational system of 5 + 3 + 3 + 4. In accordance with the new Education 

Policy 2020, Central and State Governments must spend in the education sector at a rate 

equivalent to 6% of the nation's GDP in order to cooperate in the field of education. 

In order to prepare the young people for today's and tomorrow's difficulties, we have 

endeavoured to develop a policy that would alter the way we perceive the educational 

landscape. Every participant has made a personal effort and both individually and 

collectively, we have attempted to cover many aspects of the larger educational landscape of 

our nation. Access, capacity, quality, affordability, and accountability are the main guiding 

principles of this programme. From early childhood to higher education, we have taken this 

field and expanded it to include other sectors that are tied to the larger landscape. 

 

The 5+3+3+4 Formula in the Education system: NEP 2020 

There are no additional school years under the 5+3+3+4 scheme. A student's real length of 

time in a school system is unchanged. The new system combines nursery and kindergarten 

classes with classes 1 and 2 and incorporates playschools into the "formal education" sector. 

The approach aims to obfuscate the distinctions between curricular and extracurricular 

activities as well as professional and academic interests. 

According to the current urban education system, children initially enroll in playschools, then 

transfer to schools, where they complete two years of kindergarten courses (KG classes), 

followed by 12 years of school education. The transition from preschool to higher education 

would be more uniform and inclusive if the 10+2 system were replaced with the 5+3+3+4 

system (9 to 12) 

 

Explanation of 5+3+3+4 structure: 

According to the new school education system defined in NEP 2020, children will spend five 

years in the Foundational stage, three years in the Preparatory stage, three years in the Middle 

stage, and four years in the Secondary stage. 

The phases have been separated into those that correspond to a child's cognitive stages in 

early childhood, school, and secondary school. 

 

The following is the various stages of the new school education system by age. 

1. Foundational stage for 5 years: 

For Ages-3 to 8 years old 

For classes: Anganwadi/pre-school, class 1, class 2, and class 3 According to the national 

education policy, the foundational level of education will consist of three years of preschool 

or Anganwadi education, followed by two years of primary school (classes 1 and 2). This 



stage will concentrate on language development and play-based or activity-based education 

methods. 

2. Preparatory stage for 3 years 

For Ages - 8th to 11th years old 

For Classes - 3rd to 5th grades The preparatory period will continue to emphasize language 

development and numeracy abilities. Play and activity-based teaching and learning would be 

used here, as well as classroom relationships and the aspect of discovery. 

3. Middle stage for 3 years 

For Ages - 11 to 14 years old 

For classes - 6th to 8th grades According to NEP 2020, this level of school instruction will 

focus on critical learning objectives, which is a significant departure from the rote learning 

methods that have long been used in our educational system. 

Experiential learning in the Sciences, Mathematics, Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities 

will be the focus of this stage. 

4. Secondary stage for four years 

For Ages -14 to 18 years old 

For classes -9th to 12thClasses 9 and 10, as well as classes 11 and 12, will be covered in this 

level. The most significant change in these classes is the transition to a multidisciplinary 

system in which students will be able to choose from a range of topic combinations based on 

their talents and interests rather than being firmly classified into Arts, Science, and 

Commerce categories. 

This level will emphasize critical thinking and adaptability in the mental process once more 

 

BENEFITS OF 5+3+3+4 STRUCTURE 

Forms the basic foundation 

 When it comes to transitioning youngsters from Anganwadis and playschools to 

formal schooling, India has significant challenges. For children to be able to continue 

learning as they get older, they need a strong foundation at the fundamental level. 

 By including children aged 3 to 6 in formal schooling, the new effort underlines the 

importance of development. 

 Students will not be able to teach themselves if they lack the requisite language and 

numerical skills. If the foundation of learning is fragile, self-learning might be 

severely harmed. 

 Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) is critical in determining a child's 

future, according to both academics and practitioners. As a result, incorporating pre-

primary within the scope of the NEP is likely the NEP's biggest victory. 

 



 

Better career counseling 

 Because the new schooling system incorporates multidisciplinary education and topic 

selection in the middle school years, stronger career counseling services are required 

to assist students in making the best decisions possible. 

 Choosing favorite topics as early as the middle school may place the responsibility of 

selecting a professional decision on the parents or the instructor, who are often 

unprepared to do so. 

 As a result, the transition from the 10+2 to the 5+3+3+4 system provides numerous 

opportunities for students' development as well as highlights the area’s the schools 

should focus on to grow. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF NEP 2020 

TRANSFORMING SCHOOL EDUCATION: 

1. Ensuring Universal Access at all levels of school education: 

 NEP 2020 emphasizes on ensuring universal access to school education at all 

levels- pre-school to secondary. 

 About 2 crores out of school children will be brought back into main stream under 

NEP 2020. 

2. Early Childhood Care & Education with new Curricular and Pedagogical 

Structure: 

 With emphasis on Early Childhood Care and Education, the 10+2 structure of 

school curricula is to be replaced by a 5+3+3+4 curricular structure corresponding 

to ages 3-8, 8-11, 11-14, and 14-18 years respectively. 

 This will bring the hitherto uncovered age group of 3-6 years under school 

curriculum, which has been recognized globally as the crucial stage for 

development of mental faculties of a child. 

 The new system will have 12 years of schooling with three years of Anganwadi/ 

pre schooling. 

3. Attaining Foundational Literacy and Numeracy: 

 Recognizing Foundational Literacy and Numeracy as an urgent and necessary 

prerequisite to learning, NEP 2020 calls for setting up of a National Mission on 

Foundational Literacy and Numeracy by MHRD. 

4. Reforms in school curricula and pedagogy: 

 The school curricula and pedagogy will aim for holistic development of learners 

by equipping them with the key 21st century skills, reduction in curricular content 



to enhance essential learning and critical thinking and greater focus on 

experiential learning. 

 Students will have increased flexibility and choice of subjects. 

 There will be no rigid separations between arts and sciences, between curricular 

and extra-curricular activities, between vocational and academic streams. 

 Vocational education will start in schools from the 6th grade, and will include 

internships. 

5. Multilingualism and the power of language: 

 The policy has emphasized mother tongue/local language/regional language as the 

medium of instruction at least till Grade 5, but preferably till Grade 8 and beyond. 

 Sanskrit to be offered at all levels of school and higher education as an option for 

students, including in the three-language formula. 

 Other classical languages and literatures of India also to be available as options. 

 No language will be imposed on any student. 

6. Equitable and Inclusive Education: 

 NEP 2020 aims to ensure that no child loses any opportunity to learn and excel 

because of the circumstances of birth or background. 

 Special emphasis will be given on Socially and Economically Disadvantaged 

Groups(SEDGs) which include gender, socio-cultural, and geographical identities 

and disabilities. 

7. Robust Teacher Recruitment and Career Path: 

 Teachers will be recruited through robust, transparent processes. 

 Promotions will be merit-based, with a mechanism for multi-source periodic 

performance appraisals and available progression paths to become educational 

administrators or teacher educators. 

 A common National Professional Standards for Teachers (NPST) will be 

developed by the National Council for Teacher Education by 2022, in consultation 

with NCERT, SCERTs, teachers and expert organizations from across levels and 

regions. 

8. School Governance: 

 Schools can be organized into complexes or clusters which will be the basic unit 

of governance and ensure availability of all resources including infrastructure, 

academic libraries and a strong professional teacher community. 

9. Standard-setting and Accreditation for School Education: 

 NEP 2020 envisages clear, separate systems for policy making, regulation, 

operations and academic matters. 

 States/UTs will set up independent State School Standards Authority (SSSA). 



 Transparent public self-disclosure of all the basic regulatory information, as laid 

down by the SSSA, will be used extensively for public oversight and 

accountability. 

 The SCERT will develop a School Quality Assessment and Accreditation 

Framework (SQAAF) through consultations with all stakeholders. 

 

Transforming Higher Education: 

1. Increase GER to 50 % by 2035: 

NEP 2020 aims to increase the Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education including 

vocational education from 26.3% (2018) to 50% by 2035. 3.5 Crore new seats will be 

added to Higher education institutions. 

2. Holistic Multidisciplinary Education: 

 The policy envisages broad based, multi-disciplinary, holistic Under Graduate 

education with flexible curricula, creative combinations of subjects, integration of 

vocational education and multiple entry and exit points with appropriate 

certification. 

 UG education can be of 3 or 4 years with multiple exit options and appropriate 

certification within this period. 

 For example, Certificate after 1 year, Advanced Diploma after 2 years, Bachelor’s 

Degree after 3 years and Bachelor’s with Research after 4 years. 

3. Regulation: 

 Higher Education Commission of India(HECI) will be set up as a single 

overarching umbrella body the for entire higher education, excluding medical and 

legal education. 

 HECI to have four independent verticals – National Higher Education Regulatory 

Council (NHERC) for regulation, General Education Council (GEC) for standard 

setting, Higher Education Grants Council (HEGC) for funding, and National 

Accreditation Council (NAC) for accreditation. 

 HECI will function through faceless intervention through technology, & will have 

powers to penalise HEIs not conforming to norms and standards. 

 Public and private higher education institutions will be governed by the same set 

of norms for regulation, accreditation and academic standards. 

4. Rationalised Institutional Architecture: 

 Higher education institutions will be transformed into large, well resourced, 

vibrant multidisciplinary institutions providing high quality teaching, research, 

and community engagement. 



 The definition of university will allow a spectrum of institutions that range from 

Research-intensive Universities to Teaching-intensive Universities and 

Autonomous degree-granting Colleges. 

 

Other Provisions for transformation of educational sector: 

1. Motivated, Energized, and Capable Faculty: 

 NEP makes recommendations for motivating, energizing, and building capacity of 

faculty through clearly defined, independent, transparent recruitment, freedom to 

design curricula/pedagogy, incentivising excellence, movement into institutional 

leadership. 

 Faculty not delivering on basic norms will be held accountable 

2. Teacher Education: 

 A new and comprehensive National Curriculum Framework for Teacher 

Education, NCFTE 2021, will be formulated by the NCTE in consultation with 

NCERT. 

 By 2030, the minimum degree qualification for teaching will be a 4-year 

integrated B.Ed. degree. 

 Stringent action will be taken against substandard stand-alone Teacher Education 

Institutions (TEIs). 

3. Mentoring Mission: 

 A National Mission for Mentoring will be established, with a large pool of 

outstanding senior/retired faculty – including those with the ability to teach in 

Indian languages – who would be willing to provide short and long-term 

mentoring/professional support to university/college teachers. 

4. Financial support for students: 

 Efforts will be made to incentivize the merit of students belonging to SC, ST, 

OBC, and other SEDGs. 

 The National Scholarship Portal will be expanded to support, foster, and track the 

progress of students receiving scholarships. 

 Private HEIs will be encouraged to offer larger numbers of free ships and 

scholarships to their students. 

5. Professional Education: 

 All professional education will be an integral part of the higher education system. 

 Stand-alone technical universities, health science universities, legal and 

agricultural universities etc will aim to become multi-disciplinary institutions. 

6. Adult Education: 

 Policy aims to achieve 100% youth and adult literacy. 



7. Financing Education: 

 The Centre and the States will work together to increase the public investment in 

Education sector to reach 6% of GDP at the earliest. 

8. Open and Distance Learning: 

 This will be expanded to play a significant role in increasing GER. 

 Measures such as online courses and digital repositories, funding for research, 

improved student services, credit-based recognition of MOOCs, etc., will be taken 

to ensure it is at par with the highest quality in-class programmes. 

 

PROVISIONS RELATED TO HIGHER EDUCATION 

The National Education Policy 2020's undergraduate curriculum allows for several entrances 

and exits. Under this, the concept has been implemented in a three- or four-year 

undergraduate programme. 

 

Students will be allowed to exit the programme at various levels, and they will be given 

degrees or diplomas in accordance with their exit level. similar to a certificate after a year, an 

advanced diploma after two years, a bachelor's degree after three years, a graduate certificate 

with research after four years. 

In one year, students who are pursuing a four-year degree can complete an MA and a PhD. 

The new education policy has eliminated the MPhil programme. By means of this policy, the 

Academic Bank of Credit will be established. The pupils' digit or credit will be digitally 

preserved in this. 

 

PROVISIONS RELATED TO ONLINE AND DIGITAL EDUCATION 

To advance digital education, the National Educational Technological Farm will be 

established. It will coordinate the development of digital materials, infrastructure, and 

capacity. This will result in the formation of study and assessment technology as well as 

teaching training. 

 The Ministry of Education will transform into a dedicated organisation for digital 

infrastructure, digital content, and capacity building to meet the e-education needs of 

both school and higher education in order to secure the preparation of alternative 

means of quality education. 

 Regional language versions of the e-content will be made available for study. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

In accordance with the new education Policy 2020, students will also enhance their abilities 

in addition to their academic knowledge. In which instruction in disciplines including 



horticulture, yoga, music, dance, sports, and sculpture will be provided to all pupils starting 

with the lowest grade. So, the newborn is proficient in both physical and other types of 

talents. 

 

PROVISION FOR DIFFERENTLY-ABLED CHILDREN 

Under the implementation of a new education policy, changes have been made to the 

curriculum for PWD students. These people will be able to fully participate in the educational 

process through regular schooling from the primary level on up. 

 

FINANCIAL AID TO STUDENTS 

• To support and follow the development of students receiving student stipends, the 

national scholarship portal will be expanded.  

• Efforts will be made to encourage the eligibility of students belonging to the SC, ST, 

OBC, and other specified categories. 

 

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 In higher education, a single regulator will now oversee institutions in place of UGC, 

AICTE, and NCTE. 

 By granting colleges autonomy, the process of affiliation with universities will be 

abolished after 15 years. They will be given complete autonomy. They will either be 

transformed into independent colleges that grant degrees or will be joined to a 

university. 

 To give education an international flavour, the top-ranked university in the world will 

be permitted to establish a branch in India. This will save Indian students the trouble 

of travelling abroad to apply for admission to the best schools and universities in the 

world. 

 In order to conduct research, foster a strong research culture, and maximise the 

potential for research in higher education, the National Research Foundation will be 

established. 

 A 360-degree assessment will be used to evaluate the student's report card, taking into 

account his behavioural and mental capabilities. This assessment will be done by the 

student's instructor and classmate. 

 

CHALLENGES OF NEW EDUCATION POLICY 2020 

 Expensive Education: Under the New National Education Policy 2020, admission to 

foreign universities is expected to make the education system expensive. 

 



 Lack of human resources: There is a shortage of skilled teachers in current 

elementary education. In such a situation, practical problems are being seen in the 

implementation of the system made for elementary education under the National 

Education Policy, 2020. 

 

 The exodus of teachers: Admission to foreign universities will lead to the migration 

of skilled Indian teachers. 

 

CONCLUSION 

If effectively implemented, the new National Education Policy, 2020, which has been 

approved by the central government to improve the Indian educational system to match the 

needs of the 21st century India, will make India one of the top nations in the world. 

 

Equivalent Children from three years old to eighteen years old have been subject to the Right 

to Education Act of 2009 under the new education Policy, 2020. This new education Policy, 

which was introduced after 34 years, intends to universalize pre-primary education (for 

children between the ages of 3-6) by 2025 and to give higher education to all students. 

 

The success of this new education policy will depend on how it is implemented. Therefore, it 

can be said that India is the country with the youngest population and India’s future will 

depend on providing high-quality educational opportunities to these youth. 
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